Anti-psychotic drug prescribing trends in primary care in Scotland 1994-97.
To describe trends in the use of anti-psychotic drugs prescribed in Primary Care in Scotland. Information on prescription numbers and costs were obtained from the Pharmacy Prescribing Division. Scotland 1994-1997. Results Prescriptions for anti-psychotic drugs in Primary Care in Scotland increased by 28% in the period April 1994-December 97. In the same period, quarterly costs increased from 523,971 Pounds to 1,339,215 Pounds, an increase of 155%. Ninety per cent of the increase is accounted for by use of the five drugs risperidone, sertindole, olanzapine, clozapine and quetiapine. Health Board areas vary markedly in their uptake of the new drugs. The use of new anti-psychotic drugs in Scotland represents a substantial additional investment in mental health care. This has happened with little discussion or debate. Scotland needs to make explicit decisions on the place of newer anti-psychotics in treatment, and on the balance between investing in these drugs and investing in other aspects of mental health services.